Immunogenotypic characteristics of chronic lymphocytic leukemia patients from northern Italy.
Ig gene analysis, carried out in 25 patients failed to show rearrangement patterns typical of each stage, but, nevertheless, confirmed the monoclonal origin of leukemic cells in these patients. In addition, in 14 of them the pattern of Ig gene rearrangements measured on two different occasions was analyzed. Only in patients who had received chemotherapy, the intensity of the Ig germline band was greater than that of the rearranged bands, indicating the reduction of lymphocytosis after the therapy. Thus, though Ig gene rearrangement could not distinguish the CLL stage, our data confirm the usefulness, at all clinical stages, of Ig gene analysis as a tool in the evaluation of the efficiency of the therapy.